Mayflies determine early-season muskie patterns
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The natives of St. Clair Shores, Mich., call it the "Nautical Mile." It is a mile long stretch of marinas along Jefferson Avenue between 9 and 10 Mile Road with six marinas. 

Locals say the Nautical Mile holds the largest concentration of boats in one area. The six marinas moor over 10,000 boats from 16-foot runabouts to 42-foot liners. It is also home to Lake St. Clair, a 256,000-acre fish bowl north of Detroit, which may very well boast a million muskies or more. 

"Despite the numbers of muskies present here, anglers need to understand the predator-prey relationship to successfully catch them," says Don Miller, a charter boat captain specializing in muskies. Miller has chased St. Clair's muskies for over 30 years. 

"We are showing a couple muskies up high," says Miller, as he studies his Eagle Z-9500 liquid crystal graph. 

And that is the key to early-season muskie patterns on Lake St. Clair.

With a mayfly hatch in full bloom, most of Lake St. Clair's prey is near the surface feeding off surfacing mayflies recently hatched from St. Clair's soft bottom. 

"It is a pretty simple proposition," says Miller. "The perch and walleyes chow down on the mayflies and the muskies chow down on the perch and walleye." 

Miller runs a 33-foot Baha Cruiser equipped to handle up to six anglers per outing. In addition to his liquid crystal graph, his boat is equipped with the latest in global positioning navigation equipment, all to help him return to areas he suspects muskies will be on the prowl. 

Aurora attorney Kim Presbrey and I joined Miller for a day of muskie fishing on a hot, steamy June afternoon last week. Billowing white clouds rose clouds rose sharply over St. Clair Shores, but blue skies prevailed out on the water. The roofed cabin of Miller's Baha provided the shade we needed to avert the blistering sun. 

Miller's arsenal of muskie lures includes Believer's, Wiley, Stalkers, and Terminator lures. He carries up to 500 different lures on board. Each lure hangs from a homemade lure rack Miller crafted to fit along the bulkheads of his boat. 

A few of his hanging lures look like they just came out of the package. Most though, look battle scarred from numerous encounters with St. Clair's muskies. 

"Let's try a crackled belly perch on the down rod," says Miller. Minutes later he slides the lure into the water, let's out 30-feet of line, and locks his rod into a Down Easter road holder. "I like to run a couple lures close to the prop wash," Miller added. "Muskies are curious by nature and always come up to check out the commotion." 

Miller prefers running his lures shallow, reasoning it would be no problem for a muskie to rise 10-feet to chow down on his offerings, which he trolls along at a brisk 5 miles per hour. With Lake St Clair boasting a maximum depth of 19-feet, and most of Miller's trolling confined to water 10-16 feet deep, Miller often runs his lures no more than 3-feet below the surface. "The biggest mistake an angler can make is to run their lures below feeding muskies," says Miller. "Muskies do not see lures run deep." 

A day earlier, Presbrey and I trolled St. Clair's muskies out of my Ranger 620. I watched as muskies, walleyes and smallmouth bass scurried out of harms way as I stood on my boat deck. It was a testament to Miller's theory on shallow muskies. 

Presbrey and I caught our share of muskies that day with the largest going 42-inches. Later that evening we caught up with Miller, who was putting on a spectacular display of muskie prowess, catching four muskies up to 45-inches within an hour. 

"The season's been late this year, and the muskie fishing is just starting to heat up," says Miller, who records up to 350 muskie catches each season. "These fish ought to break lose big time with the hot weather coming." 

I laughed at Miller's comments. From this writer's viewpoint, it looks as if Miller's muskie season has heated up already. 

For information on Don Miller's Motor City Muskie Charters, contact him at 734-429-9551, or e-mail him at [WEB SITE]
 Norris can be reached at wallimike@aol.com 
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